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Application for Certification – BRC Global Standard – Consumer Products. 
Issue 2 October 2006
The information provided will ensure effective preparation for the assessment visit.

	Details of Company applying for Certification:

Contact details:

Job title:

Company name:

Address:

Postcode:

Tel:

Fax:

Email address:

Website:



	Details of Assessment site (if different from above):

Contact name

Job title:

Company name:

Address:

Postcode:

Tel:

Fax:

Email address:



	Scope of Assessment:

Details of products and processes to be assessed.




	Product Category:

(Please provide confirmation of category)

No assessment can be commenced without associated information to this point.



	About the Company:

Number of staff on site:

Does the site to be assessed, hold a current ISO 9000 certificate?                  Yes/No

Is there a risk assessment system in operation on site?                                    Yes/No

Is the a laboratory on site?                                                                                 Yes/No

Are any raw materials, intermediate or finished products stored off site?          Yes/No

Does the Company operate its own distribution vehicles?                                 Yes/No



	Documents to be supplied:

Please include the following when returning your completed Application for Certification. 

Copies of any existing quality/hygiene certificates

Company organisational structure

Process flow diagrams

Rationale of product category

Risk Assessment plans

Location map and/or directions to site

Rational for product category and confirmation by client



	Do you have a copy of the current BRC Global Standard – Consumer Products?



	Have you read and understood the requirements of the Standard before applying for Certification.



	Have you carried out a internal review of the site’s operations and systems with respect to the requirements of the BRC Global Standard – Consumer Products?



	Have you consulted your customers with regard to the Product Group Category?



	Please list your customers with regard to the Standard.



	Declaration:

We, the undersigned, agree to comply with the requirements for certification, to supply National Britannia Certification with any information required and to fully co-operate with the requirements of the Assessment process.

Signed on behalf of (Company name)

By: (name)

Print name

Job title:

Date:


Product Group Determination

	Product Group 1
	Products with specific legal and hygiene requirements and/or the potential to cause serious injury or death if they fail during normal use.

	Product Group 2
	Products with specific legal requirements and/or the potential to cause serious injury or death if they fail during normal use.

	Product Group 3
	Products that have some product-specific legal requirements and which may cause slight injury if they fail in normal use.

	Product Group 4
	Very low risk products that have no product-specific legal requirements. 


The product group by which the manufacturer or assembly packer is evaluated is determined by using the product group decision tree.

 The company must determine whether it is a manufacturer or assembly packer, by referring to the definitions in the glossary, prior to using the decision tree to determine the product group.  A list of product categories with assigned product groups will be held on the BRC website (www.brcglobalstandards.com), which should be used for guidance only.  The company seeking certification must still determine the product group using the appropriate product group decision tree.

If there is no retail customer and the company has determined the product group, this needs to be verified and agreed by the certification body that will carry out the evaluation.  If the company has a retail customer, it is recommended that the product group also be verified with the customer before the evaluation takes place.

If the product group can not be agreed between the relevant parties, the product group shown on the BRC website will be adopted.  In the case of a new product, the product group will be agreed through the BRC referral process and added to the website.

If a manufacturer doubts that the retailer will accept the determined product group, it has the option to be evaluated at a higher risk level.

Guidelines for the Use of the Product Group Decision Tree for the Manufacture of Consumer Products

The purpose of the decision tree is to enable the user to determine the product group of any product in the scope of the Standard.  It is important to note that the level of the products is based on the risk to the consumer where the finished product is sold.  When using the decision tree, sources of contamination or other factors that could be introduced during the production and distribution process, and which could potentially affect the safety, legality and quality of the finished product, shall be considered.

For each product manufactured or assembled, each question is answered sequentially from the beginning, until a “yes” answer is reached.  The first “yes” determines the product group.  Questions should be answered for risks and the legislation in the market where the finished product is sold to the customer.

Product Group Decision Tree - Manufacturer

Is the product defined as a medicine, medical device, cosmetic, or it designed to be used invasively?





Is there potential contamination which could cause major injury or harm?





Does the product require risk or safety wording on the labelling, packaging or instructions?





When the product is in foreseeable use, is it in contact with the skin?





Can the product cause death or major injury if it fails during foreseeable use?





Is the product designed for, or can it appeal to, infants?





Is it a toy, or does it have perceived play value?





Is there potential safety or quality failure, or contamination, which could cause minor injury or harm?





Does the product have any product-specific legislation applicable to it?





Are there any ergonomic features that could cause a consumer a minor injury (moving parts, small parts, sharp edges, heavy weights)?





Product Group 1





Product Group 2





Product Group 3





Product Group 4





Is the product subject to regulation that requires labelling of specific ingredients or components?
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