Yad Labanim's Jerusalem Branch is located next to "Beit Hachayal." The branch,
shaped like a pyramid, houses the names of 2,500 of Jerusalem's sons and
daughters who have fallen in defense of the Jewish State. Each soldier's name is
listed on the walls of the branch and archives are stored inside containing personal
information and documentation.

The members of the branch work with great sensitivity knowing that many bereaved
parents react to their child's death by limiting contact with the outside world.
Sometimes the Yad Labanim members are the only ones who can breach the wall of
silence that bereaved parents have surrounded themselves with.

Yad Labanim's work’ begins as soon as a family receives the worst news of all-
members are there to comfort the family and accompany them for as long as
necessary. "Older" members meet with the newest bereaved families to begin the
healing process. The branch offers a wide range of social activities- outings, classes,
get-togethers and more meant to keep bereaved families in touch with the outer
world. Bereaved families slowly learn to return to their regular routines while still
dealing with the pain of a lost child, brother or sister. The Ministry of Defense is a full
partner in all the branch's activities.

All Yad Labanim workers are volunteers who give their time and energy to serve
those who have made the greatest sacrifice in defense of the State of Israel.



